We agree with Dr Vogt that a before-after observational study design cannot clearly establish a relationship between a smoking ordinance and a reduction in acute myocardial infarction (AMI), as we acknowledged. 1 The intrinsic limitations of observational data notwithstanding, multiple confirmatory studies suggest our findings are valid. The reduction in AMI rates observed in Pueblo 1 mirrors findings from Montana 2 and Northern Italy 3both studies demonstrating a rapid decline in AMI after implementing a smoke-free ordinance.
